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SUMMARY: 1'@? 38TH ARMY IS CMC STRATEGIC RESERVE. 39TH 
ARMY TOOK ONLY THREE DAYS AFTER ALERT TO ARRIVE IN 
BEIJING. ELEMENTS OF 39TH ARMY SAID TO BE READY TO STAY 
IN BEIJING FOR SIX MONTHS TO A YEAR. 

TEXT: 1. ~THE 38TH ARMY IS THE STRATEGIC RESERVE OF 
THE CENTRAL MILITARY COMMISSION (CMC). DURING NORMAL 
TIMES, THE 38TH ARMY IS SUBORDINATED TO THE BEIJING 
MILITARY REGION (MR). HOWEVER, DURING PERIODS OF CRISIS, 
SUCH AS THE CURRENT PERIOD OF MARTIAL LAW. THE 38TH IS 
DIRECTLY SUBORDINATED TO THE CMC. ICb)(1),1.4 (c) I 
THAT MOST ARMIES WOULD HAVE A REGIMENT OR DIVISION READY 
TO ROLL ON SHORT NOTICE AS A RAPID REACTION TYPE UNIT. 
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BEIJING MR. 

(b)(1),1.4 IN BOTH THE 38TH AND 39TH ARMIES, BOTH ONITS 
ARE ABLE TO MOBILIZE ON SHORT NOTICE. THE 39TH ARMY 
RECEIVED ITS INITIAL ORDER TO DEPLOY TO BEIJING ON 21 
MAY 1989. EL.EMENTS OF THE 115TH DIVISION OF THE 39TH 
ARMY HAD·ARRIVED IN THE CITY BY 24 MAY. BOTH THE 115TH 
AND THE 116TH DIVISIONS OF THE 39TH ARE CURRENTLY 
DEPLOYED IN BEIJING. THE 39TH ARMY'S 117TH DIVISION IS 
LOCATED IN DALIAN. WHEN THESE ELEMENTS OF THE 39TH ARMY 
WERE ALERTED FOR MOVEMENT TO BEIJING, SOLDIERS 
IMMEDIATELY SET OUT ON THE ROAD TO BEIJING AFTER BEING 
ALLOWED TO TAKE ONLY ONE CHANGE OF CLOTHING. THE TROOPS 
WERE NOT TOLD THEIR ULTIMATE DESTINATION. 

3. ItT THE PLA HAS THREE LEVELS OF READINESS, ICb)(1),1.4 (c I 
ICb)(1i.4 (c I LEVEL ONE REPRESE.NTS A UNIT'S ABILITY TO MOVE 

ITS FORCES WITHIN 24 TO 48 HOURS. LEVEL TWO IS THE 
DESIGNATION GIVEN TO UNITS WITH AN ABILITY TO MOBILIZE 
WITHIN A WEEK OR TWO. LEVEL TWO UNITS ARE MANNED AT 
EIGHTY FIVE (85} PERCENT STRENGTH. LEVEL THREE UNITS ARE 
ABLE TO MOBILIZE AFTER A MONTH'S TIME AND HAVE ONLY 
FIFTY (50) PERCENT OF ITS AUTHORIZED STRENGTH CURRENTLY 
ASSIGNED. 

4. ~ ICb)(1),1.4 (c) I How LONG THE PLA WOULD 
CONTINUE TO MAINTAIN MARTIAL LAW FORCES IN THE CITY OF 
BEIJING.I(b)(1),1.4 (c) 

/****** BEGINNING OF SECTION 002 •*****/ 
ICb)(1),1.4 (c) I ON 27 MAY 89 THAT THE UNIT WAS 

READY FOR A STAY OF SIX MONTHS TO A YEAR. 
5. ~THE 38TH ARMY HAD ENTERED THE CITY ON THREE 
OCCASSIONS DURING THE RECENT PERIOD OF UNREST. IN 

·ADDITION TO THE DAY MARTIAL LAW WAS DECLARED (20 MAY 89) 
AND THE ASSAULT ON TIANANMEN (03-04 JUNE 89) I [Cb)(1),1. I 

ICb)(1),1.4 <!THE 38TH ARMY HAD ALSO ENTERED BEIJING AT THE 
TIME OF {{HU)) YAOBANG'S DEATH IN APRIL. 

6. ~THE 38TH ARMY HAS COMMAND OF FOUR (4) DIVISIONS 
AND TWO INDEPENDENT BRIGADES, WITH A STRENGTH OF 50,000 
TROOPS. THE 39TH ARMY HAS FIVE ASSIGNED DIVISIONS AND 
ONE INDEPENDENT BRIGADE. THESE FIVE ORGANIC DIVISIONS 
INCLUDE THREE INFANTRY DIVISIONS. lNE TANK DIVISION, AND 
ONE ANTI-AIRCRAFT DIVISION.i(b)(1),1 DID NOT IDENTIFY THE 
TYPE OF INDEPENDENT BRIGADES ORGANIC TO EITHER THE 38TH 
OR 39TH ARMIES. 

7. "'f€9 THE COMMANDER OF THE 39TH ARMY IS ( (FU)) MEIYANG 
{PHONETIC). THE COMMANDER OF THE llSTH DIVISION OF THE 
39TH ARMY IS ((ZHANG}) ZUOLI (PHONETIC}. ZHANG IS 45 
YEARS OLD. THE 115TR DIVISION'S DEPUTY COMMANDER IS 

___ ._;::.~. 
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